
WORK SESSION WITH A CLOSED SESSION 

 

A Work Session with a Closed Session was held Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. at Sabula City Hall 

411 Broad Street 

 

Present:  Mayor Troy Hansen, Council Members; Teena Franzen, Rich Epich, Pat Meyers, Dave Ward and 

Henry Kramer. 

Mayor Hansen called the work session to order 5:30 P.M. 

Motion was made by D. Ward, seconded by P. Meyers to enter into Closed Session per Iowa Code 21.5 

Closed Session section (1) to evaluate the professional competency of an individual whose appointment, 

hiring, performance, or discharge is being considered when necessary to prevent needless and 

irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation and that individual requests a closed session.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

Entered into Closed Session. 

Mayor and Council discussed the supervisor position.  

Motion made by T. Franzen; seconded by P. Meyers to close the closed portion of the work session.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

Others present:  Lynn Parker, Wendy Hoertz, Travis Woodhurst, Curtis Koch, Dave Ackerman, John 

Mangler, Dave Rittmer, Aaron Hayward, Mark and Laura Roach, Paul and Michele Figie, Leo Foley and 

Lisa Hartman. 

R. Epich made a motion to open the work session; seconded by P. Meyers.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

February spot gas charges 

Mayor and Council discussed the high charges that were received for the February spot gas.  Council 

discussed ways that the City could re-coop the $65,000 charge.  Examples were payment plans, loans or 

a surcharge.   

Motion was made by D. Ward; seconded by T. Franzen to adjourn the work session.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

Regular Council Meeting 

Regular Council Meeting with a Public Hearing for Adoption of Budget and Certification of City Taxes for 

FY21/22 was held on March 23, 2021 at 6:30 P.M.  

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic this meeting will limited seating at city hall and via 

Zoom Meeting Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89160973533?pwd=MGdoZlNXUVU0aXRLV08rQzF4TGplZz09 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89160973533?pwd=MGdoZlNXUVU0aXRLV08rQzF4TGplZz09


Meeting ID: 891 6097 3533 

Passcode: ddr3nq 

Call In Information 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

         

Meeting ID: 891 6097 3533 

Passcode: 426662 

 

Mayor Hansen called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M. 

Public Hearing 
D. Ward made a motion: seconded by P. Meyers to open public hearing.  All ayes. Motion 
carried. 
 
Solicitation of comments for the Adoption of Budget Certification of City Taxes for FY21/22. No 
comments or inquiries received. 
 
P. Meyers made a motion to close the public hearing; seconded by H. Kramer. All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Regular Council Meeting 

H. Kramer made a motion to open the council meeting; seconded by P. Meyers.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

Visitors with business- Leo Foley with V&K was present to speak to the Mayor and Council about several 

issues.  The first being the street projects.  Leo presented 2 options.  One being repair from Bank Street 

to Vulcan.  2250 feet of repair at an estimated cost of $450,000.  Option two would complete the repair 

to Broad Street at a cost of over 1 million dollars.  He stated that the city would qualify for another 

CDBG grant if we choose to go that route.  He also stated that we definitely have problems with water in 

the area of Vulcan.  Leo said that we could reach out to the U.S. Corps to inquire about an Interior 

Drainage Project or see what kind of funds the City will receive with the American Care Act.  The City will 

need to decide what they want to do.   

The next item discussed was the levee inspection.  In the inspection report, it noted that a utility pole 

was located in the toe of the levee.  The Corps stated they would need a letter verifying that the utility 

pole would not cause a levee failure.  Leo informed Council that he would write a letter for the City at a 

cost of $500. 

Leo informed council that BWC would be coming soon to make the repairs to Bob Themas’ driveway.  He 

also mentioned that he had looked at the Figie driveway because they were unsatisfied with their work 

that had been done.  He will continue to work with them towards a resolution. 

Deletions- None 



Citizen Concerns-  The Figie’s asked where the City was with zoning.  Mayor Hansen informed them that 

the City Attorney was working on it amongst other things.  Travis W. informed Council that a garbage 

can had been stolen from Lake Street and a road closed barricade.   

Agenda 

Approve minutes 

Motion was made by H. Kramer; seconded by D. Ward to approve the minutes from 2/23/21 and 

3/9/21.  All Ayes.  Motion carried. 

Approve claims 

P. Meyers made a motion to approve the bills and payroll for March; seconded by T. Franzen.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

Resolution #1234 

R. Epich made a motion to approve Resolution #1234, Adoption of Budget Certification for FY21/22; 

seconded by T. Franzen.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

Street repairs 

Travis W. mentioned that he had talked to Kip Kettelsen  and that he would honor the pricing that he 

gave for the storm drains.  Travis also stated that he had signed the contract for the repair work through 

LL Pelling.  The Mayor stated that we do have money budgeted for street repair.  He would leave it up to 

Travis to decided what streets are a priority. 

Maintenance Supervisor 

Motion made by R. Epich; seconded by T. Franzen to appoint Travis Woodhurst as Utility Supervisor.  

Ayes- H. Kramer, T. Franzen and R. Epich.  Nays- D. Ward and P. Meyers. Motion carried. 

Police Chief Resignation 

H. Kramer regretfully accepted Chief McPherson’s resignation; seconded by D. Ward.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

Police Department 

Mayor Hansen asked Chief McPherson to contact the county to see if there is coverage for us since we 

will no longer have an active officer. 

Mowing 

Motion made by R. Epich to advertise for a part-time mower for the summer at $10 per hour; seconded 

by T. Franzen.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

Tractor 

Travis informed the council that the tractor hardly gets used.  It just sits there depreciating.  We have 

run out of storage in the city shed.  The dump truck is starting to rust out.  He just wanted council to 

know what is going on. 



Building permit 

H. Kramer made a motion to approve a building permit for Mark & Laura Roach, 815 Lake Street; 

seconded by P. Meyers.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

Building permit 

D. Ward made a motion to approve a building permit for Missy Earles, 205 Sycamore Street; seconded 

by P. Meyers.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

Peddlers Permit/Mobile Food Vendors 

Council and Mayor were asked to clarify the interpretation of the ordinance regarding Peddlers Permit.  

City Clerk L. Parker asked Council the following questions:  Are residents required to have a permit to 

sell fresh fruits and vegetables?  Mark and Laura Roach would like to sell produce/vegetable plants on 

their property.  Council stated no permit would be needed.  Does the Schwan truck need a permit?  

Council stated no.  What about vendors at the Island City Harbor? No answer was given.  The Clerk then 

stated that G. Allinger had approached the city about opening a drive-thru coffee shop.  She was not 

sure if that would be considered a peddlers permit or if he would need a building permit.  Mr. Allinger 

was told to complete a building permit and council could decide if one was needed.  

Building permit 

An application was received from George Allinger, 410 Pearl Street for a drive-up coffee shop.  Council 

was informed by the Clerk that this was a trailer that George planned on using on his property.  Council 

asked if George intended on putting the trailer on blocks or securing it in any way.  They asked if he 

planned on having water and/or sewer and how the workers would wash their hands.  Due to the office 

workers not being able to answer the questions, council suggested the item be tabled until next month 

when G. Allinger could be present to answer all questions.  

Resolution #1230, Authorizing the Filing of RCTP Grant Application to Assist with Broad Street Project 

R. Epich made a motion to approve the amended Resolution #1230; seconded by T. Franzen.  All ayes.  

Motion carried.  This amendment shows the City financial responsibility in the amount of $6250. 

Playground 

City Clerk L. Parker informed Council that the playground had been received and is ready for installation.  

She asked Council if they wanted to pay $2800 for a supervisor from GameTime to help with installation.  

Council said that we would have volunteers that were capable and would not need to pay the added 

expense.  She then asked if we wanted to pick a date and ask for volunteers.  The Mayor stated that he 

would reach out to the school to seek volunteers.  The clerk will post a flyer.    

 

Charge for water/sewer rates 

D. Ward made a motion to approve starting the new charges for water and sewer rates in August (July 

usage); seconded by T. Franzen.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

February spot gas charges 



H. Kramer made a motion to charge consumers for the February spot gas based on what they used; 

seconded by D. Ward.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  If needed, customers will be given additional time to 

pay their bills. 

Police report 

During this month of March received 13 miscellaneous aid-information calls, 2 assisted with the 

Ambulance/Fire Department, there were 0 motor vehicle accidents, 3 assists with county 6 arrest/police 

citations were processed 2 pending, 3 warnings were given on miscellaneous, further investigation is 

being worked on 2 report. 

Place on file 

D. Ward made a motion to place on file the Sewer and Water Maintenance Report, Financial Statement 

and Expenditure and Revenue Report for February and Sabula’s Water and Wastewater Report from D. 

Ackerman; seconded by T. Franzen.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn meeting made by D. Ward and seconded by P. Meyers.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned. 

 

______________________                                                           ______________________    

Troy Hansen, Mayor               Lynn Parker, City Clerk  
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


